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Inducing the new Town website 

Launched in January 2020 

In the beginning of January the Town 

launched our new website with a new domain 

name.  What this means is our email addresses 

and URL for the website have changed. You 

can find the website at www.swanzeynh.gov 

and our new emails will also be 

@swanzeynh.gov. This new website has a 

fresh look and we hope is easier to navigate. 

Your assistance with keeping fire hydrants ac-

cessible is greatly appreciated. Thank you from 

the North Swanzey Water & Fire Precinct. 

Important Meetings and Events 

 

Wednesday January 22 - Friday January 31, 2020 

Filing period for Town Offices. 

 

Wednesday January 15, 2020  6:00 p.m. 

Public bond and budget hearing  

 

Tuesday February 4, 2020  7:00 p.m.  

Deliberative Session (Town only) 

 

Tuesday March 10, 2020  8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.         

Official ballot voting (Town and School) 

 

See the next page for details 



Upcoming Important Town Meetings and Events 

Tuesday, January 14, 2020 

Last day to file petitioned warrant articles (items to be acted on at Town Meeting) to be included in the 2020 

town meeting warrant (must be signed by at least 25 Swanzey registered voters) 

 

Wednesday January 22, 2020 - Friday January 31, 2020 

Filing period for Town Offices. (see offices below) 

 

Wednesday January 15, 2020  6:00  p.m. at the Monadnock Regional High School Cafeteria Annex      

600 Old Homestead Highway, Swanzey 

Public bond hearing regarding proposed $3.5 million bond for a new fire station at 321 Old Homestead High-

way 

 

Public hearing regarding the 2020 proposed Town operating budget and other warrant articles 

This is an opportunity to hear about the budget and projects proposed for the coming year and to provide in-

put to the Board of Selectmen 

 

Tuesday February 4, 2020  7:00 p.m. at the Monadnock Regional High School Auditorium                     

600 Old Homestead Highway, Swanzey 

Deliberative Session (Town only) 

Swanzey is an official ballot (SB 2) form of government, meaning the annual Town Meeting is broken into 

two sessions.  The first part of Town Meeting is the deliberative session, which is similar to a traditional 

Town Meeting; articles on the warrant can be explained, discussed, amended, and debated although the arti-

cles are not voted on until the second session, the official ballot voting.  

 

Tuesday March 10, 2020  8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the Christian Life Fellowship Church                        

211 Whitcomb Road, Swanzey 

Official ballot voting (Town and School) 

This is the opportunity for voters to elect officers and vote on Town and School District warrant articles as 

passed forward by the Town and School District Deliberative Sessions. 

The following officers will be elected at the Town Election to be held on March 10, 2020 

 

1 Moderator         2 year term      1 Supervisors of the Checklist         6 year term 

1 Selectman         3 year term      1 Trustee of Trust Fund          3 year term 

2 Planning Board        3 year term      1 Sewer Commission          1 year term 

2 Zoning Board of Adjustment     3 year term      1 Stratton Free Library Trustee         3 year term 

1 Zoning Board of Adjustment     1 year term      1 Mt. Caesar Union Library Trustee    1 year term 

 

Filing period for Town Offices are from January 22nd - 31st. Those interested may file with the Town 

Clerk’s Office.  



Several Infrastructure Projects Completed 

The Town substantially completed several major infrastructure projects this year: 

 Rabbit Hollow Road Bridge was reconstructed, with 80% of the funds coming from the NH Department 

of Transportation Bridge Aid Program. 

 Eaton Road Reconstruction was finished and received its initial layer of asphalt.  Final paving will be 

taking place in the spring after everything has had an opportunity to go through one frost cycle. 

 Lower Wilson Pond Dam improvements were completed to meet State safety requirements, ensure that 

the dam will not fail if it is overtopped, and to provide long term stability to Wilson Pond at its current 

water level.  

 

Fire Station Design Developed 

In December of 2018 the Town of Swanzey purchased 321 Old Homestead Highway and at the 2019 Town 

Meeting Swanzey voters approved funding to design a fire station at this location.  The new fire station 

would replace Fire Station #2, which is currently located in the basement of the Town Hall at 620 Old Home-

stead Highway. In July the Town hired KCS Architects of Keene to assist in engaging the community and 

developing a conceptual fire station plan to be on the 2020 Town Meeting warrant for voter approval. 

 

Throughout the rest of the year the Town organized and hosted seven focused meetings with the public and 

members of the Swanzey Fire Department to get input on all aspects of the project.  Some of the areas fo-

cused on included building materials, utilities and sustainability, and providing feedback on the plan at vari-

ous stages.  KCS Architects then developed a floor plan, design, and cost information. The design will pro-

vide a safe and clean station for the fire department that addresses the priorities identified during the various 

meetings this fall.  This complete package was presented to residents at a meeting on December 17th and 

will be presented to the voters at a bond hearing and acted upon at the Town’s deliberative session and vot-

ing day.  The total cost of the project is $3.95 million, which is proposed to be funded by a $3.5 million 

bond.  This will have an impact estimated at $0.40 per thousand on the tax rate, or about $80 per year for a 

property assessed at $200,000. 

Town Projects 



Hazardous Waste Schedule: 

The Spring schedule of Hazardous Waste Days in Keene is due to be released in early 2020.   Improper dis-

posal of hazardous waste items can pollute the environment and pose a threat to human health and can even be 

fatal. Any questions about Hazardous waste, talk to a facility operator. All collections will be held at the 

Keene Household Hazardous Waste Collection Facility located adjacent to the Keene Recycling Center, 

55 Old Summit Road, Keene from 8am-1pm. 

 

Reminders- The Swanzey Recycling Center would like to remind residents to clean out recyclables of food 

and remove any caps from bottles. This is not only a health issue but helps ensure that we are shipping the 

highest quality materials to market.   

The Swanzey Recycling Center is open to all Swanzey Residents. To get full use of the facility all you need to 

do is bring your vehicle registration to the center to get your free green recycling permit. All permits are at-

tached to your vehicle’s mirror or front bumper. This ensures that only Swanzey residents get full use of this 

great facility! While most of the Recycling Center’s activities are funded by taxes, the Center charges disposal 

fees to offset extra costs of processing certain items. The Board of Selectmen periodically reviews and may 

adjust these fees, after a public hearing.  

Recycling Center 

Fees are payable by check or cash at drop-off 
 

Recycling is mandatory to use the facility… 

Attendants are authorized through the Solid Waste Processing Facility Ordinance- Town of Swanzey, to 

inspect all bags and boxes for compliance of recycling and may refuse to accept garbage containing recy-

clables. Adopted by BOS 06/26/2012. The only bad question is the one that is never asked, we are here to 

help and educate the importance of recycling! 

If you would like to schedule a facility tour and see the process first hand you can call 603-357-3808 or 

email jwhipple@town.swanzey.nh.us and set up a time! 

*New* 

Recycling Profile- Deposit Aluminum Cans 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

(1) Bag of Aluminum Deposits (288 cans) weighs approximately 7 pounds. The value of 1 bag of aluminum 

deposits is $14.40. The same bag of aluminum deposits, if disposed of in the trash compactors, would be an 

estimated cost of (at current 2019 disposal rates) -$0.291. This shows the importance of recycling and how to 

get the most out of your tax dollars! Stay tuned for more Recycling Profiles! 

mailto:jwhipple@town.swanzey.nh.us
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiQw63RsbrmAhUinuAKHU4-A3oQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://www.foxbusiness.com/markets/several-states-consider-tossing-bottle-deposit-programs&psig=AOvVaw0YfQFTspCWUZuyFtH7x2Aq
https://vancouversun.com/news/local-news/binners-rejoice-as-beverage-container-deposits-and-refunds-are-set-to-rise
https://www.ctpost.com/local/article/CT-sugar-drink-tax-could-generate-340M-in-13813457.php


Unfortunately due to market restrictions we are no longer able to accept “wet-strength” cardboard for recy-

cling. Wet-strength cardboard is designed to withstand moisture from “sweat” on beverage cans and refriger-

ator/freezer food boxes, this ensures the box doesn’t rip or break. The downfall is this material will not break 

down with other fibers in recycling mills due to the wax coating. Starting January 1st 2020 wet-strength 

cardboard will be considered Solid Waste and can be disposed of into the trash compactors.   

 

Some of these items will be used at the facility for glass deposit bottles- Any 12 pack or 24 pack card-

board beverage boxes can be used and dropped off at the Facility’s glass house. 

 

*** Please see a facility Operator for: 

More information on this Update. 

Details on how this material “clogs up” the fibers recycling stream. 

Concerns with the change. 

 

 

Trash bag inspections for recycling will continue to help with the change in accepted material and keep other 

recyclable materials out of the waste stream.  

Winter Upcycling Project- Beverage Bottle Caps 

Let you imagination take over with this upcycling item, these are saved at the facility for such projects! If 

you interested in some bottle caps or more ideas see an attendant. 
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Assessing Department 

Swanzey 2019 Tax Rate Set at $25.76 / $1,000, 13.2% Decrease 

 

At a special meeting on November 12th, the Swanzey Board of Selectmen voted to have the Department of 

Revenue Administration set the 2019 tax rate at $25.76 / $1,000; this is an overall decrease of 13.2% from 

the 2018 rate of $29.69. 

 

In 2019 the Town completed a full update of assessed values, resulting in an overall property value in-

crease of 13.1%. The increase in property values created the bulk of the tax rate decrease, Swanzey also 

received an additional $628,000 in State educational funding that helped reduce the Local School portion 

of the tax rate. If a property’s assessed value increased less than the 13% average its 2019 tax bill will be 

lower than the 2018 tax bill. 

 

Properties located in the North Swanzey Water & Fire Precinct are also subject to the precinct tax, which 

adds $0.62 and brings their total 2019 tax rate to $26.38, a decrease of 13.2% from $30.38. 

 

Taxpayers with tax payment questions should contact Tax Collector Jason Taylor (352-7411 ext. 109 or 

jtaylor@town.swanzey.nh.us) and taxpayers with property assessment questions should contact Assessing 

Coordinator Christine Smith (352-7411 ext. 114 or csmith@town.swanzey.nh.us).   

  2017 2018 2019 % Increase 

Town 6.16 6.14 5.80 -5.54% 

County 3.65 4.18 3.69 -11.72% 

Local School 16.08 17.08 14.27 -16.45% 

State School 2.27 2.29 2.00 -12.66% 

Total 28.16 29.69 25.76 -13.24% 



2019 is closing to be another busy and challenging year for the members of the SPD.  We have lost several 

officers this year to retirement or career changes and most of them were veteran officers, who had their fin-

gers on the pulse of the community, which takes many years to develop.  As our community continues to 

grow, so do the challenges we face in trying to ensure the quality of life we have all come to enjoy.    

 

I wanted to take a moment to reiterate to the community NOT to give out any personal or financial infor-

mation over the phone.  There have been many scams, which are criminal acts over the phone to steal your 

identity, bank or savings accounts numbers.  These criminals will go to great lengths by threaten you with 

legal action, withhold your social security checks, tell you the IRS or police will have you arrested!  If you 

receive any of these types of calls and have questions, please call the police department.   

 

Remember pursuant to RSA 105:6 there is a winter parking regulation in affect until April 15, 2020.  Do not 

leave your vehicles parked on the streets/highway in the Town of Swanzey as your vehicle may be towed at 

your expense.   

 

Our newest officer, Dan Camuso graduated from the NH Police Academy on Friday, December 20th.  Dan 

grew up in the Monadnock region and will be an asset to the Town.  

            

In closing, I would like to say from all of us at the Swanzey PD, thank you for your continued support and 

have a safe and enjoyable New Year.   Please visit our website or Facebook page for further details on the 

above information.            

Police Department 

It is with great pleasure to report that we are approaching the start of the restoration of the upstairs grand hall 

at Whitcomb Hall.  Over the last few months we engaged the services of a local architect to plan the renova-

tions.  These plans are needed to meet life safety issues which include a fire suppression system, elevator as 

well as the actual beautification of the space.  With the approval of the selectmen we are hiring a general con-

tractor. 

 

The project is expected to begin in March lasting approximately 3 months.  We expect to use the downstairs 

for meetings during this renovation period.  The scope of the project will include new wiring, heat/air condi-

tioning, removal of lead paint on walls and ceiling as well as repair to the beautiful antique sculptured tin 

work.  Floors will be sanded and refinished as well as the wainscoting.  New period lighting will be installed 

along with repairs to the original interior wood shutters on the windows.  A limited use limited access lift will 

be installed to allow handicap access to the upstairs hall. 

 

The public is invited to follow the progress with pictures and posts on the Whitcomb Hall Facebook page.  

We want to thank the citizens of Swanzey for their support both financially and the genuine desire to see this 

wonderful town building restored for all to enjoy. 

 

Whitcomb Hall 



Master Plan Update 

The Planning Board is in the process of updating the Town’s Master Plan. The Master Plan is used to help 

guide the overall character, physical growth, and development of a community by addressing topics such as 

land use, housing, natural resources, transportation, economic development, and community facilities. It is 

also used to develop ordinances, policies, and regulations.  

 

The Planning Board developed an online community survey that was available to residents from July through 

September 2019. A total of 416 responses were received. The survey results will be used to help develop the 

goals and objectives for each topic area in the plan. Residents ranked family connections, small town atmos-

phere, affordability, and rural character highest for why they live in Swanzey. Areas where residents want to 

see improvements in town included cell phone and internet service, more retail, commercial, and entertain-

ment establishments, and more transportation choices.  

 

We will be holding a series of focus group meetings in early 2020 on the different topic areas in the Master 

Plan and residents are encouraged to participate in these meetings based on their interest areas. Additional 

information on these meetings will be made available on the Town’s website and at Town Hall. If you have 

any questions about the Master Plan Update, please contact Matthew Bachler at 603-351-7411, extension 108 

or at mbachler@town.swanzey.nh.us. 

 

Home Improvement Projects 

Winter is a great time to start planning for home and property improvement projects for next spring and sum-

mer. The Planning & Economic Development Department is here to help you with understanding what Town 

permits might be needed and what is required by the Building Code. Additional information and application 

forms can be found on the Town’s website. If you have any questions, please contact Code Enforcement Of-

ficer Mike Jasmin at code@swanzeynh.gov or give him a call at 352-7411 ext. 105. 

 

Town Meeting  

The zoning regulations that govern the use of property in Swanzey are adopted by the voters. This year, the 

Planning Board is proposing several amendments to the Zoning Ordinance. Please be sure to review the war-

rant article, read the voter guide, and ask questions about the proposing zoning amendments. It is important 

that voters understand the regulations they are voting on when they go to the polls in March.  

Planning and Economic Development  

©Cynthia Sitnson 



The winter started off with the Town seeing a long dura-

tion storm that dropped several inches of snow in the area.  

Please help the DPW during the winter months by remov-

ing items from roadways and right of ways like basketball 

hoops, bike ramps, etc.  It is hard for the plow drivers to 

see these items at night or when it is snowing.  Please 

keep in mind that the Town will not be held responsible 

for damage to items that are left in areas that could be hit 

or knocked over by the snow.  It is not always that a plow 

or wing hits the items, they could be damaged by the 

weight or force of the snow.   

 

Beginning November 15 and continuing until April 15, notice is hereby given that all motor vehicles parked 

on any street or highway between 11:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. will be towed at the owner’s expense and risk. 

Also, please use caution when parking vehicles, campers, etc. on private property; that they are a safe dis-

tance off of the edge of the pavement and out of the way of clearing snow and possible snow roll off from the 

plow and wing. 

 

When placing markers at the edges of lawns and/or private property, please note that on many roads a right-

of-way is often 50’ wide and may extend 10’ to 20’ on either side of the paved or graded surface of the road. 

It is important that home owners keep the markers several feet off the edge of the pavement to allow for 

snow storage and so that they aren’t in the way of snow removal. Also, if you are pushing snow across a 

town or DOT maintained road that has been recently treated with salt and/or sand you may be removing this 

material and may be causing a road hazard.  

 

Please feel free to stop by the DPW garage or contact us at 352-7116 if you would like a copy of the Town of 

Swanzey’s Winter Maintenance policy. 

 

I would like to wish you all a happy and healthy New Year! 

 

Thank you again for your continued patience and assistance.   

 

Please help the DPW this winter 



December 23rd, 2019 

 

Dear Veteran, 

The White River Junction VA Medical Center is attempting to contact all Veterans in our catchment area of Vermont 

and New Hampshire who are not enrolled or are enrolled and no longer utilizing our services. If you currently receive 

our services, please pass this note on to a Veteran who may benefit.  

We offer a wide variety of services including assistance to Veterans who are homeless or unemployed to providing pri-

mary and specialty care. We have a robust mental health department offering one-on-one counseling, peer support, group 

sessions, and more. There is a designated treatment area for our women Veterans at the Women’s Comprehensive Care 

Clinic; a safe space. 

The White River Junction VA Medical Center has seven community-based outpatient clinics. They are located in Ben-

nington, Rutland, Brattleboro, Newport and Burlington, Vermont; in New Hampshire we offer services in Keene and 

Littleton. We are here to serve all Veterans, please do not hesitate to contact us, if for no other reason than to register/

enroll with us in case of future need.  

Our eligibility office in White River Junction can be reached at 802-295-9363 extension 5118.  A single form - VA form 

10-10EZ – and a copy of the DD214 is all that is needed.  

The American Legion, Disabled American Veterans and the Veterans of Foreign Wars have full time service officers 

that are knowledgeable about our programs.  These independent organizations serve all Veterans including nonmembers 

in processing disability and pension claims. They can be reached in White River Junction at: 

 
 

Thank you for your service to our nation. On behalf of the White River Junction VA Medical Center team, we look for-

ward to serving you.  

 

                                                                                      Respectfully; 

 
                                                                                                  Becky Rhoads, Au.D. Associate Medical Center Director

American Legion 802-296-5166 

Disabled American Veterans 802-296-5167 

Veterans of Foreign Wars 802-296-5168 

White River Junction VA Medical Center 
215 North Main Street 

White River Junction, VT 05009 

866-687-8387 (Toll Free) 

802-295-9363 (Commercial) 

In Reply Refer to:  405/00 

Letter from the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 


